
By Yazm in Wadia, Staf f  At tor ney

In the United States, an estimated 15.2% of women and 5.7% 
of men have been a victim of stalking dur ing their  l i fetimes.[1] 
In 2009, an estimated 3.4 mi l l ion people were victims of 
stalking.[2] Approximately 3 in 4 stalking victims know  their  
offender  in some capaci ty.[3] Stalking is not a cr ime that occurs 
solely between str angers or  acquaintances. In fact, intimate 
par tner s in abusive r elationships can exper ience both domestic 
violence and stalking, and the stalking can occur  before, 
dur ing, and after  the r elationship. Stalking is yet another  tool 
for  abusers to use to intimidate, threaten, manipulate, and 
control their  par tner s. I t can be especial ly effective w ithin and 
after  a r elationship because of the amount of per sonal 
information that is typical ly shared between par tner s when 
they l ive together  or  have chi ldren together.

Stalking behavior s may var y. Often an offender  may send 
unsolici ted messages (both electronic and via mai l); show  up at 
a victim?s home or  place of employment; make unwanted 
phone cal ls; and in general, make threats, implied or  dir ect, 
towards the victim. In addition to attempted in-person contact, 
in today?s increasingly technological society, cyberstalking is a 
grow ing concern. Offenders may uti l ize electronic monitor ing, 
GPS monitor ing, create multiple user  prof i les, blogs and 
chatrooms al l  to gain access to their  victims.  This ongoing 
unwanted contact has dir ect consequences on the victim?s 
health and quali ty of l i fe. Many victims change their  usual day 
to day activi ties whi le some move, change jobs, and take 
additional protective actions to achieve some peace of mind.[4] 
The emotional impact stalking has on a victim is substantial. A 
common fear  is not know ing what could happen next. A 
major i ty of stalking victims fear  that their  offender  would 
commit some sor t of bodi ly harm ei ther  to themselves, a chi ld, 
or  another  fami ly member.[5] This fear  often causes a victim to 
exper ience anxiety, depression, and a general feel ing of 

For the f irst  t ime ever, OCVLC is 
part icipat ing in the annual  
Wil lamette Week Give!Guide.  
We're fortunate to have our 
neighbor Raccoon Lodge and 
Cascade Brewing as business 
partners. The appl icat ions to 
part icipate were judged on a 
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Week audience! You can help by 
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helplessness.[6] 

There are r esources avai lable to help 
victims of stalking. Safety planning is a 
crucial tool to help al leviate the anxiety 
many feel and can cover  safety concerns 
for  both domestic violence and stalking 
behavior s. There are r esources avai lable 
in per son at the Gateway Center  for  
Domestic Violence for  victims in 
Multnomah County, other  domestic 
violence resource center s, and online at 
the Stalking Resource Center.

In Oregon, stalking is classi f ied as a Class 
A misdemeanor. A person commits the 
cr ime of stalking when that per son 
know ingly alarms or  coerces another  
per son (or  member  of that per son?s 
immediate fami ly) by engaging in 
r epeated unwanted contact AND i t is 
objectively r easonable for  a per son in the 
victim?s si tuation to have been alarmed or  
coerced by the unwanted contact AND the 
r epeated and unwanted contact causes the 
victim reasonable apprehension r egarding 
ei ther  their  per sonal safety or  the 
personal safety of an immediate fami ly or  
household member.[7] In addition to f i l ing 
police r epor ts r egarding the unwanted 
contact by their  offender , a victim of 
stalking may peti tion the cour t for  a 
Stalking Protective Order. The elements 
for  an issuance of a stalking protective 
order  are the same as the cr ime of 
stalking. However , at the time of peti tion, 
the unwanted contacts must have 
occur red w ithin the past two years.[8] The 
process for  obtaining a stalking protective 
order  is twofold. Fir st, i f  the cour t f inds 
based upon the al legations in the peti tion 
that the victim quali f ies for  a stalking 
protective order , a temporar y stalking 
protective order  shall  be entered and an 
additional cour t date w i l l  be made for  
both the peti tioner  and respondent to be 
given the oppor tuni ty to be heard on 
whether  the order  should be continued for  
an indefini te per iod.[9] At the second 

hear ing, the cour t may enter  a permanent 
stalking protective order  i f  the victim 
adequately proves al l  the elements 
necessar y to quali fy for  a stalking 
protective order. Though this cour t 
process can offer  a path to a cour t order  
that w i l l  hopeful ly cause the offender  to 
cease their  stalking behavior , i t can be 
hard on victims as well . Any person who 
peti tions the cour t for  a stalking order  w i l l  
have to attend at least two cour t hear ings. 
The offender  w i l l  be present at one of 
these hear ings, and w i l l  be able to cross 
examine w itnesses, including the victim. I t 
is impor tant for  victims who are seeking a 
stalking protective order  to get legal 
advice and possible r epresentation i f  i t is 
avai lable. 

Victims of both domestic violence and 
stalking often are over whelmed by fear  
and uncer tainty due to their  offender?s 
actions. With the help of domestic 
violence advocates and attorneys who can 
help explain the possible legal r ecourse 
against their  offender , these victims may 
no longer  feel fear , but feel empowered 
that there are options for  dealing w ith 
stalking behavior. 
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RECENT  OCVLC  CASE   SUMMARIES
OCVLC has been busy the last few  months r epresenting victims throughout the state.  Here are 
some br ief summar ies of some of the cases we?ve worked on: 
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OCVLC was contacted by a victim of domestic 
violence who was seeking protection after  her  abuser  
assaulted and str angled her , and then repeatedly 
violated orders of no contact imposed by the cour t in 
his cr iminal case - including communicating w ith the 
victim through a divor ce case he f i led. The defendant 
had recently pleaded gui l ty to the cr iminal charges but 
was sti l l  contesting the civi l  r estr aining order  the 
victim had obtained against him. OCVLC represented 
the victim at her  contested r estr aining order  hear ing, 
at which the order  was upheld by the judge, and then 
assisted the victim in organizing information and 
cour t documents so she could also apply for  a stalking 
order. OCVLC's attorney r epresented the victim at the 
hear ing on her  stalking order  as well , and a 
permanent stalking order  was imposed by the judge. 

  An elder ly victim of stalking contacted OCVLC after  
being r efer red from the Sher i f f 's off ice about a 
si tuation where a man she had know n previously was 
stalking her  and sending her  disturbing letter s. OCVLC 
met w ith the victim and counseled her  on her  legal 
options, including the option of ci ting this per son w ith 
a stalking ci tation in order  to obtain a permanent 
stalking order. The victim opted to have the man ci ted 
by the Sher i f f 's off ice, and OCVLC's attorney prepared 
her  for  the cour t hear ing and represented her  at that 
hear ing. After  hear ing testimony from the victim, the 
judge upheld the permanent stalking order. 

A victim contacted OCVLC after  she f i led a 
r estr aining order  against her  ex-boyfr iend, who was 
stalking her  both online and in per son by fol low ing 
her  in his car , texting her  nonstop, and waiting 
outside her  place of work. OCVCL's attorney assisted 
the victim in prepar ing for  the contested r estr aining 
order  hear ing, including gather ing voluminous 
evidence in the form of texts and emai ls. The OCVLC 
attorney also assisted the victim in f i l ing a police 
r epor t. Ultimately the preparation and discover y 
motions f i led by the OCVLC attorney on the case 
prompted the r espondent to w ithdraw  his objection 
to the r estr aining order , which r emained in place, 
protecting the victim w ithout her  ever  having to 
testi fy in front of her  abuser  in cour t. OCVLC's 
attorney also dir ected the victim to var ious r esources 
to help her  protect her  onl ine accounts from fur ther  
intr usion by the r espondent. 

OCVLC represented the victim of a sexual assault who 
was being r epeatedly contacted by the defendant?s 
attorney to r equest an inter view. The victim had 
asser ted her  consti tutional and statutor y r ight to 
r efuse a defense inter view  request, but was sti l l  being 
contacted by a defense investigator. The OCVLC 
attorney contacted the defense attorney to let him 
know  that the victim had asser ted her  r ight to r efuse 
an inter view  and did not want to be contacted by the 
defense attorney or  an investigator. The defense 
attorney agreed to stop the contact. The OCVLC 
attorney then assisted the victim as the case moved 
through the cr iminal justice system, assur ing that the 
victim understood her  r ights, that she received 
noti f ication of cr i tical stage hear ings from the distr ict 
attorney?s off ice, and making sure her  r ight to 
protection was honored in bai l  r elease hear ings. The 
defendant eventually pleaded gui l ty after  the victim 
was consulted by the prosecutor  about the plea 
negotiations.              

 OCVLC represented two victims in contested 
r estr aining order  matter s that were dir ectly r elated 
to open cr iminal cases in Washington County. In both 
cases, OCVLC represented the victims in the 
r estr aining order  matter s as well  as helped the 
victims navigate the ongoing cr iminal proceedings. 
OCVLC attended the plea and sentencing hear ings 
w ith the victims and helped advocate for  global 
r esolutions of the cr iminal and civi l  proceedings. In 
one of the cases, the defendant admitted to assaulting 
the victim, entered into a defer red sentencing 
program, and w ithdrew  his r equest to contest the 
r estr aining order  matter  as par t of the negotiations in 
the cr iminal case.  

 OCVLC represented a victim f i l ing for  a stalking 
protective order  after  the offender  had violated a 
Family Abuse Prevention Act r estr aining order  
countless times. OCVLC provided advocacy dur ing the 
stalking order  peti tion phase and later  provided legal 
r epresentation at the permanent stalking protective 
order  hear ing. At the hear ing, both par ties had legal 
r epresentation. Upon hear ing testimony that the 
offender  had remained outside the victim?s home late 
at night, left f lowers on the victim?s car , and had 
repeatedly contacted family members, the cour t 
ordered that the stalking protective order  continue 
for  an unlimited duration.  



WHAT OUR CLIENTS 
ARE SAYING ABOUT 
OCVLC'S SERVICES:

"I felt that [my attorney] was 
immediately on the case. I  
felt safe and secure 
throughout the process."

"I felt that, due to the excellent 
r epresentation by [my 
attorney], the judge really 
heard my stor y and therefore 
took the necessar y and 
appropr iate steps to protect 
myself  and my chi ld."

"I  am completely and 
over whelmingly happy and 
satisf ied. Thank you so so 
much. Could not have kept my 
daughter  safe w ithout your  
help!"

"I was always tr eated w ith 
r espect and digni ty. [My 
attorney] did an incredible 
job of clear ly 
communicating al l  of the 
steps along the way, so I 
knew  what to expect and 
what the possible 
outcomes could be."

"We  f eel   OCVLC 
went   above and  

beyond."
"It was incredibly helpful to 
feel l ike a sol id team; I would 
not have had the stamina to 
see this case through to i ts 
conclusion w ithout their  
steady guidance and suppor t."

"[Our  attorney] was patient 
w ith our  many questions and 
concerns and was able to 
explain the process to us so 
that we could understand. 
She really was able to br idge 
the gap between us and the 
prosecutor  on so many levels. 
We were able to r elax a l i ttle 
know ing she was taking care 
of us."

"I am ver y satisf ied w ith how  
I was tr eated. The 
communication was ver y 
professional and made me 
feel that my case was taken 
ser iously."
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 What  can you do for  v i ct im s in  your  
com m uni ty? 

- Donate. Shelter s are always in need of goods 
l ike diapers, canned food and clothing, and 
organizations l ike the Center  Against Rape & 
Domestic Violence take donated cel lphones and 
turn them into 911 phones for  victims. Financial 
donations are welcome at agencies providing 
domestic violence ser vices throughout the state. 
- Wear  pur ple on Thur sday, October  19th . To 
show  solidar i ty w ith victims and sur vivor s. 
- Volunteer . For  a l ist of organizations providing 
domestic violence ser vices across the state visi t 
the Oregon Coali tion Against Domestic & Sexual 
Violence.
- Get  act ive on social  m edia. Check out the 
hashtags associated w ith DV Awareness Month 
and share what you?ve learned w ith your  fr iends 
and fol lowers. #DVAM2017 
- Star t  a conver sat i on . Talk to the people in 
your  l i fe about domestic violence and healthy 
r elationships.
- Educate your sel f . Learn the warning signs of 
domestic violence, r esearch local organizations 
and ser vices, and famil iar ize yourself  w i th 
common myths about domestic violence. 
- Foster  a pet . Sur vivor s are often for ced to give 
up beloved family pets in order  to quali fy for  
temporar y housing/shelter. Foster ing a victim?s 
pet can remove a bar r ier  to the victim leaving. 
- Or ganize an event . From a donation dr ive to a 
candlel ight vigi l , there are endless possibi l i t ies to 
make a di f ference.
- Inter r upt  m isin for m at ion . Counter  domestic 
violence myths when you come across them, for  
example: there is no one type of victim and the 
solution to domestic violence is not as simple as 
tel l ing victims to leave.
- Ask  how you can help . Reach out to local 
ser vice provider s and ask how  you can help.  

What  can you do i f  som eone you know 
i s ex per iencing abuse in  thei r  
r elat i onship?

- Li sten w i thout  judgm ent . Victims need a 
non-judgmental per son to speak w ith about their  
exper iences and concerns.  Listen to the person 
and make them feel heard. Don't immediately 
offer  solutions or  judge their  choices.
- Bel i eve. Take abuse ser iously and believe the 
victim, there are few  words more power ful and 
healing than ?I bel ieve you.? 
- Suppor t . Ask what you can do to help r ather  
than making assumptions, and suppor t their  
r ight to make their  ow n choices.
- Be Pat ient . I t 's ver y common for  victims to 
make multiple attempts to leave before they are 
actually able to end the r elationship. Continue to 
suppor t victims after  they leave and be 
understanding i f  they choose not to leave.
- Acknowledge.  Remind the victim that they are 
brave and strong for  coming for ward w ith their  
exper ience. Make sure they know  that they do 
not deser ve abusive tr eatment and that the 
abuse is not their  fault.
- Of fer , but  stay safe. From opening your  home 
to providing tr anspor tation to simply being a 
r el iable fr iend, i t is al l  appreciated. However , 
there are safety r isks to well-meaning fr iends 
and family who seek to help a victim leave an 
abusive r elationship. Contact your  local DV 
shelter  or  hotl ine to ask about how  to make a 
safety plan for  yourself  as well  as for  the victim.
- Advocate. Reach out to local r esources and 
gather  useful information so you can be a good 
resource and advocate for  the victim i f  
necessar y.
- Com m unicate. Continually r einfor ce that you 
are there, you care and you w i l l  keep their  
confidence as long as they need you to do so. 

ADVOCATING  FOR  VICTIMS  OF  ABUSE   DURING 
DOMESTIC  VIOLENCE   AWARENESS  MONTH
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By Am anda Bur net t , Vi ct im  Advocate

Domestic violence is one of the most per vasive and endur ing issues facing Oregonians. In the United 
States 1 in 4 women and 1 in 7 men over  the age of 18 have been victims of physical violence by an 
intimate par tner. October  is Domestic Violence Awareness month and i t offer s us al l  an oppor tuni ty to 
make a di f ference in the l ives of victims. 
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We serve client s across t he state and we are looking for  more 
referrals f rom out side t he greater Port land area. Please 
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The staff  and Board of OCVLC 
welcome Pam Madaus as our  new  
Finance Manager.  Pam comes to 
OCVLC w ith over  10 years 
exper ience in non-prof i t 
management and accounting, 
mostly r ecently she was the 
Business Manager  for  the 
Washington County Museum.  Or iginal ly from Kansas, Pam, 
her  husband Wil l , and their  daughter  Rebekah moved to 
Por tland six years ago.  Wi l l  is a software engineer  w ith 
Nike and Rebekah is a high school junior.  Pam ser ves on the 
Board of Dir ector s of App Camp for  Gir ls and Fr iends of 
Lincoln.  In addition to volunteer ing, Pam enjoys camping, 
r eading myster y novels, baking anything chocolate and 
enjoying Wil l?s excellent BBQ. 



YOUR 
DONATION 
HELPS 
CRIME 
VICTIMS

OCVLC is a 501(c)(3) non-prof it  
organizat ion funded by grant s and pr ivate 
donat ions. All of  our legal services are 
of fered at  no cost  t o t he cr ime vict ims we 
serve. By donat ing t o OCVLC, you can 
make a huge dif ference in t he l i fe of  a 
cr ime vict im.

Click here to donate

HOW TO CONTACT OCVLC
Phone: 503-208-8160

Em ai l : i n fo@ocvlc.or g

Fax : 1-866-838-4142

Tw itter

Facebook

Mt. Hood as seen from Clear  Lake. 
Photo by Melanie Kebler.
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