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A s  w e  b e g i n  t h e  n e w  y e a r ,  w e  a r e  a l s o  r e f l e c t i n g  o n  2 0 2 0 .   O C V L C  h a d  t o  c h a n g e  h o w  w e
p r o v i d e  l e g a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a n d  a d v o c a c y  t o  v i c t i m s  a n d  f i n d  n e w  w a y s  t o  c o n n e c t .
T h o u g h  t h e r e  w e r e  e n o r m o u s  c h a l l e n g e s ,  w e  w e r e  a l s o  i n s p i r e d  b y  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  v i c t i m s ’
s e r v i c e s  c o m m u n i t y  a r o u n d  t h e  s t a t e .  W e  a l l  p u l l e d  t o g e t h e r  t o  e n s u r e  v i c t i m s  s t i l l  h a d
a v e n u e s  f o r  a c c e s s i n g  j u s t i c e  a n d  w e r e  a b l e  t o  s e e k  s u p p o r t  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  w h e n  n e e d e d .
O C V L C  m e t  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  2 0 2 0  b r o u g h t  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s t a n d  u p  f o r  v i c t i m s ’  r i g h t s  a n d
t o  e n s u r e  v i c t i m s ’  v o i c e s  w e r e  h e a r d ,  a n d  w e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  m o r e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  d o  s o
i n  2 0 2 1 .

I n  2 0 2 0  O C V L C  p r o v i d e d  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  c l o s e  t o  3 0 0  v i c t i m s  i n  O r e g o n ,  h e l p i n g  w i t h  i s s u e s
t h a t  r a n g e d  f r o m  p r o t e c t i n g  a  v i c t i m ’ s  p r i v a c y  t o  a s s e r t i n g  a  v i c t i m ’ s  r i g h t  t o  b e  h e a r d  a t
s e n t e n c i n g .  W e  r e p r e s e n t e d  m a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e ,  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t ,  a n d
s t a l k i n g  w h o  w e r e  s e e k i n g  s a f e t y  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  i n  c o n t e s t e d  r e s t r a i n i n g  o r d e r  h e a r i n g s ,
a n d  w e  a l s o  w e r e  a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  t r a i n i n g  t o  o t h e r s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  v i c t i m s  a r o u n d  t h e  s t a t e .
T h i s  y e a r  w e  p r o v i d e d  t r a i n i n g  t o  c i v i l  a t t o r n e y s ,  p r o s e c u t o r s ,  a d v o c a t e s ,  a n d  o t h e r s  w h o
r e g u l a r l y  w o r k  w i t h  v i c t i m s ,  a n d  f o u n d  t h a t  a  v i r t u a l  f o r m a t  f o r  t r a i n i n g  h a s  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f
a l l o w i n g  u s  t o  r e a c h  t h o s e  w h o  m i g h t  n o t  o t h e r w i s e  b e  a b l e  t o  a t t e n d .  I n  p r o v i d i n g
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  v i c t i m s  w e  w o r k e d  h a r d  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  o u r  c l i e n t s  f e l t  t h a t  w e  w e r e  w i t h
t h e m  w h e t h e r  w e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  b e  t h e r e  i n  p e r s o n  o r  n o t .  A f t e r  o n e  c a s e  c o n c l u d e d ,  o u r
c l i e n t  w r o t e ,  “ W e  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  h a p p y  w i t h  y o u r  s t a f f  i n  t h e i r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  t o  u s .  T h e
r e s p o n s e  t i m e  t o  o u r  e m a i l s  o r  q u e s t i o n s  w a s  p r a c t i c a l l y  i n s t a n t a n e o u s .  ( O u r  a t t o r n e y ’ s )
p a t i e n c e  i n  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s  t o  u s  w a s  c o m p l e t e ,  a n d  w e  w e n t  i n t o  o u r  h e a r i n g
f e e l i n g  a s  t h o u g h  w e  w e r e  w e l l  p r e p a r e d  b y  h e r  a n d  c o v e r e d  b y  h e r . ”

A s  w e  g o  i n t o  2 0 2 1 ,  O C V L C  i s  a s  c o m m i t t e d  a s  e v e r  t o  o u r  m i s s i o n  o f  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  e v e r y
r i g h t  f o r  e v e r y  v i c t i m  i s  h o n o r e d  a n d  p r o t e c t e d  i n  t h e  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m ,  a n d  w e  w i s h
a  h e a l t h y  a n d  h a p p y  n e w  y e a r  t o  a l l .  
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A  v i c t i m  a d v o c a t e ’ s  j o b  i n c l u d e s  s o m e t i m e s
a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  c h i l d r e n  w h o
a r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .
T h e r e  a r e  a  n u m b e r  o f  r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e
i n  O r e g o n  t o  a s s i s t  c h i l d  v i c t i m s ,  a l o n g
w i t h  s y s t e m  a n d  c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d
a d v o c a t e s  c a n  a s s i s t  c h i l d  v i c t i m s  w h e n
n e c e s s a r y .   

T h o u g h  a d v o c a c y  m a y  l o o k  a  b i t  d i f f e r e n t
d u r i n g  t h e  C o v i d - 1 9  p a n d e m i c ,  a d v o c a t e s
a r e  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e i r  w o r k  t o  h e l p  v i c t i m s
a n d  c h i l d  v i c t i m s  w h e t h e r  i n  t h e
c o u r t h o u s e ,  i n  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s ’  o f f i c e s ,
a n d  i n  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s ,  a s  w e l l
a s  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  a s  w i t h  c h i l d
a d v o c a c y  c e n t e r s  a n d  o t h e r  a g e n c y
p a r t n e r s .  S o m e  s y s t e m - b a s e d  a d v o c a t e s
h a v e  r e t u r n e d  t o  i n - p e r s o n  w o r k ,  h e l p i n g
t o  a n s w e r  q u e s t i o n s  a r o u n d  c o u r t  d a t e s
a n d  h e a r i n g s  a s  w e l l  a s  w i t h  v i c t i m s ’  r i g h t s .
T h o u g h  c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d  a d v o c a t e s  m a y
b e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  w o r k  r e m o t e l y  t h e y  a r e
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s u p p o r t  v i a  t e l e p h o n e ,  v i d e o ,
e m a i l .  S y s t e m  a n d  C o m m u n i t y  b a s e d
a d v o c a t e s  c a n  p r o v i d e  c h i l d  v i c t i m s  a n d
t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  s u p p o r t  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e r e
t h e y  l i v e  i n  O r e g o n .

C h i l d  a d v o c a c y  c e n t e r s  ( C A C )  o f f e r
t r a u m a - i n f o r m e d  a d v o c a c y  a n d  s u p p o r t  f o r
c h i l d  v i c t i m s  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  C A C s
p r o v i d e  a  s a f e ,  c h i l d - f r i e n d l y  e n v i r o n m e n t
f o r  r e p o r t i n g  c r i m e s  t o  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o r
s p e a k i n g  w i t h  t r a i n e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s
c o n d u c t i n g  f o r e n s i c  i n t e r v i e w s .  T h e  C A C s
t r y  t o  m i n i m i z e  t r a u m a  f o r  c h i l d r e n  w h e r e
t h e r e  a r e  c o n c e r n s  o f  a b u s e .  C A C s  u s e  a
c o l l a b o r a t i v e  a p p r o a c h  t o  t r y  t o  m i n i m i z e
t h e  n u m b e r  o f  t i m e s  a  c h i l d  h a s  t o  t a l k
a b o u t  t h e  a b u s e .  C A C s  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  m a n y
c o u n t i e s  i n  O r e g o n .  ( w w w . o r e g o n c a s . o r g )

W i t h  s c h o o l s  o f f e r i n g  r e m o t e  i n s t r u c t i o n
d u e  t o  t h e  p a n d e m i c ,  r e p o r t s  o f  c h i l d
a b u s e  i n  t h e  s t a t e  h a v e  d e c l i n e d .  I t ’ s
s u s p e c t e d  t h a t  t h i s  i s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  r o l e
t e a c h e r s  p l a y  a s  m a n d a t o r y  r e p o r t e r s  o f
c h i l d  a b u s e .  W i t h o u t  t h e  d a i l y  i n - p e r s o n
c o n t a c t  w i t h  c h i l d r e n ,  t e a c h e r s  a r e  n o t
s e e i n g  p o s s i b l e  a b u s e  i n  c h i l d r e n  o r
h e a r i n g  r e p o r t s  f r o m  t h e  k i d s  t h e y  t e a c h .
T o  f i l l  t h i s  g a p  i n  r e p o r t i n g ,  m e m b e r s  o f
t h e  c o m m u n i t y  c a n  l e a r n  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e
s i g n s  o f  a b u s e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  O r e g o n  C h i l d
A b u s e  S o l u t i o n s ,  p e o p l e  w h o  i n t e r a c t
r e g u l a r l y  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  s h o u l d  b e  a w a r e  o f
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p o s s i b l e  s i g n s  o f  a b u s e :
u n e x p l a i n e d  i n j u r i e s ,  c h a n g e s  i n  b e h a v i o r ,
f e a r  o f  g o i n g  h o m e  o r  o t h e r  p l a c e s ,
c h a n g e s  i n  e a t i n g  o r  s l e e p i n g  p a t t e r n s ,
a n d  c h a n g e s  i n  s c h o o l  p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d
s c h o o l  a t t e n d a n c e .
F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n :
h t t p s : / / o r e g o n c a s . o r g / e d u c a t i o n / s i g n s - o f -
a b u s e / .  

A n  O r e g o n  l a w ,  k n o w n  a s  K a r l y ’ s  L a w ,
m a n d a t e s  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  w h o  a r e
s u s p e c t e d  o f  h a v i n g  e x p e r i e n c e d  s e r i o u s
a b u s e  m u s t  g e t  m e d i c a l  a t t e n t i o n  w i t h i n
4 8  h o u r s .  T h e r e  a r e  s p e c i f i c  r e q u i r e m e n t s
u n d e r  K a r l y ’ s  L a w  f o r  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t ,
D H S  e m p l o y e e s ,  a n d  m e d i c a l
p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  T h e  O r e g o n  D e p a r t m e n t  o f
J u s t i c e  h a s  c r e a t e d  a  t r a i n i n g  v i d e o  f o r
t h o s e  i n v o l v e d  i n  c h i l d  a b u s e
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s :

h t t p s : / / w w w . d o j . s t a t e . o r . u s / c r i m e -
v i c t i m s / f o r - m e d i c a l - p r o v i d e r s / k a r l y s - l a w /

O t h e r  r e s o u r c e s  i n c l u d e :
I f  y o u  s u s p e c t  a  c h i l d  i s  b e i n g  a b u s e d  c a l l
1 - 8 5 5 - 5 0 3 - S A F E  ( 7 2 3 3 )  
C h i l d  P r o t e c t i v e  S e r v i c e s :  f o r  a n  o f f i c e
n e a r  y o u  c a l l  5 0 3 - 9 4 5 - 5 6 0 0
O r e g o n  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  J u s t i c e  r e s o u r c e s :
h t t p s : / / w w w . d o j . s t a t e . o r . u s / c r i m e -
v i c t i m s / v i c t i m s - r e s o u r c e s / o t h e r -
r e s o u r c e s / c h i l d - a b u s e /
O r e g o n  C h i l d  A b u s e  S o l u t i o n s  ( O C A S ) :
5 0 3 - 4 5 5 - 7 2 2 3  i n f o @ o r e g o n c a s . o r g
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C h i l d  a b u s e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  c a n  s e e m  t o  b e  o v e r l y  c o m p l e x  d u e  t o  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e ,  a g e n c i e s ,  
a n d  c o o r d i n a t i o n  e f f o r t s  i n v o l v e d .   I f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  d o n e  p u r p o s e f u l l y  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i v e l y ,  

t h e  r e s u l t  c a n  b e  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e  c h i l d  v i c t i m .   

A G E N C I E S  I N V O L V E D :

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e  t h e  d i f f e r e n t
t y p e s  o f  a g e n c i e s  t h a t  c a n  b e
i n v o l v e d  i n  c h i l d  a b u s e  a n d
n e g l e c t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s :

D H S  w i l l  s c r e e n  a l l  r e p o r t s  w h e n
t h e r e  i s  a n  a l l e g a t i o n  o f  n e g l e c t  o r
a b u s e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n
n e e d s  t o  b e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  f u r t h e r .  
 T h e  D H S  p r o c e s s  i s  c i v i l  i n  n a t u r e
a n d  g e a r e d  t o w a r d s  e n s u r i n g  t h e
h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y ,  a n d  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e
c h i l d  b y  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  f a m i l y  s e r v i c e s
a n d  r e s o u r c e s  o r  b y  p l a c i n g  t h e  c h i l d
i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  p e r m a n e n t ,  s a f e  h o m e .   
A  D H S  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  c a n  w o r k
i n d e p e n d e n t l y  f r o m  o r  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n
w i t h  a  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y  ( L E A ) .

D I V I S I O N  O F  H U M A N  S E R V I C E S  ( D H S )

A  L E A  c a n  a l s o  r e c e i v e  r e p o r t s  o f
c h i l d  a b u s e  a n d  n e g l e c t  a n d
s u p p o r t  D H S ’ s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .   I f  t h e
L E A  b e l i e v e s  t h e r e  i s  e n o u g h
e v i d e n c e  t h a t  a  c r i m e  o f  a b u s e  o r
n e g l e c t  w a s  c o m m i t t e d ,  L E A  w i l l
a l s o  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  p r o s e c u t i n g
a g e n c y  t o  g a t h e r  e v i d e n c e  t o
c h a r g e  t h e  o f f e n d e r  w i t h  a  c r i m e .         

L A W  E N F O R C E M E N T  A G E N C Y  

C H I L D  A B U S E  I N T E R V E N T I O N  C E N T E R S  ( C A I C )
C h i l d  A b u s e  I n t e r v e n t i o n  C e n t e r s  ( C A I C )
a r e  n o n - p r o f i t ,  t h i r d - p a r t y  a g e n c i e s  t h a t
p r o v i d e  c h i l d  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,
f o r e n s i c  i n t e r v i e w s ,  t h e r a p e u t i c  s e r v i c e s ,
a n d  f a m i l y  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s .   T h e  p u r p o s e
o f  C A I C s  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  t r a u m a - i n f o r m e d ,
w r a p - a r o u n d  s e r v i c e s  t o  b o t h  t h e  c h i l d
v i c t i m  a n d  f a m i l y .  T h e r a p e u t i c  a n d  f a m i l y
s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  a s s i s t  t h e  c h i l d  a n d  f a m i l y
i n  h e a l i n g  a n d  m o v i n g  f o r w a r d  f r o m  t h e
t r a u m a  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a b u s e  a n d  n e g l e c t .
T h e  m e d i c a l  e x a m  a n d  f o r e n s i c  i n t e r v i e w
p r o v i d e  a  n e u t r a l ,  e v i d e n c e - b a s e d ,
i n f o r m a t i o n  g a t h e r i n g  s e r v i c e  t o  a s s i s t a n c e
i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n
o b t a i n e d  i s  t h e n  s h a r e d  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r
a g e n c i e s .  

M U L T I D I S C I P L I N A R Y  T E A M S  ( M D T )  
M u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  T e a m s  ( M D T )  a r e  a
n e t w o r k  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  t h a t  a r e
s a n c t i o n e d  b y  t h e  c o u n t y  d i s t r i c t
a t t o r n e y ’ s  o f f i c e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e
a g e n c i e s  d i s c u s s e d ,  M D T s  c a n  a l s o
c o n s i s t  o f  p r o s e c u t o r s ,  m e n t a l / m e d i c a l
h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  a n d  s c h o o l
p e r s o n n e l .  M D T s  w o r k  c o l l a b o r a t i v e l y
w i t h  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  a g e n c i e s  t o
i m p r o v e  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b y  r e d u c i n g
d u p l i c a t i v e  p r o c e s s e s ,  t o  s h a r e
i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  a n d  t o
s e e k  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  s e r v i c e s
f o r  t h e  c h i l d  a n d  f a m i l y .  A c c o r d i n g  t o
t h e  N a t i o n a l  C h i l d r e n ’ s  A d v o c a c y  C e n t e r ,
u t i l i z i n g  t h e  M D T  m o d e l  i n  c h i l d  a b u s e
a n d  n e g l e c t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i s  t h e  b e s t
p r a c t i c e  a p p r o a c h  b e c a u s e  “ n o  o n e
a g e n c y  b y  i t s e l f  c o u l d  a s s u r e  t h e
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n . ”  



By the sheer number of people involved in these
types of investigations, child victims can be subject
to re-traumatization by having to relive their abuse
over and over. Before CAICs and incorporating the
MDT approach, a child would often be questioned
regarding the details of their abuse by each
investigative agency. Investigative agencies now
have a best practice model to implement and
should work in a coordinated effort to minimize the
number of times a child must tell their story.  
 

O n c e  a  r e p o r t  o f  s u s p e c t e d  c h i l d
a b u s e  i s  m a d e ,  i t  t r i g g e r s  a n
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b y  o n e  o r  m u l t i p l e
a g e n c i e s .  D u r i n g  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,
e v i d e n c e  i s  g a t h e r e d  i n  o r d e r  t o
p r o v e  c r i m i n a l  c o n d u c t  o r  t o
s u b j e c t  a  f a m i l y  t o  c o u r t
j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  b e  h e l d  a c c o u n t a b l e
f o r  t h e  s a f e t y  a n d  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e i r
c h i l d .  O n e  t y p e  o f  e v i d e n c e  t h a t
c a n  b e  u s e d  i n  e i t h e r  t y p e  o f  c a s e
i s  t h e  c h i l d ’ s  o w n  e y e  w i t n e s s
a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  a b u s e .  W h e n  a  c h i l d
f i r s t  m a k e s  a  d i s c l o s u r e ,  i t  i s
c o m m o n  t h e  c h i l d  w i l l  d o  s o
c a u t i o u s l y  a n d  w i l l  n o t  r e v e a l
d e t a i l s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e
i n v e s t i g a t i v e  a g e n c i e s  w i l l  l i k e l y
h a v e  t o  s p e a k  w i t h  t h e  c h i l d  i n
o r d e r  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  f a c t s
n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o v e  t h e i r  c a s e .   
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Contuinued...

C O O R D I N A T I O N  E F F O R T S  A N D
I N V E S T I G A T I V E  P R O C E S S

H O W  I N V E S T I G A T I O N S  I M P A C T
C H I L D  V I C T I M S



Attorneys who represent child abuse victims may
find that some of their clients are temporarily in the
state’s custody or in foster care. It’s important to
understand the complexities of providing legal
representation to children in criminal cases when
there may be a simultaneous dependency
proceeding. 

First, attorneys need to recognize that the child is
likely dealing with a significant amount of trauma.
The stress of a criminal case alone is tremendous
and for children in the foster care system or in
dependency proceedings, trauma and stress
multiply. In these situations children may respond to
your inquiries one day and then shut down during
your next interaction. Empathy and patience are vital
in such cases. If a victim is not as communicative as
in a previous meeting, it may be helpful to
reschedule or change the topic. 

If there is an open dependency proceeding, it is
highly likely that hearings may occur during your
representation of the victim in a criminal case. It is
helpful to have a general understanding of the
status of the dependency proceedings and know
who the parties are. For example, a child victim may
have: a guardian ad litem, a court appointed special
advocate 
(CASA), and a dependency attorney representing
them in proceedings. Identifying these individuals is
helpful for a multitude of reasons, most importantly
communication. It may also benefit the child victim
to open a line of communication with their
dependency attorney, being mindful of the child’s
attorney-client privilege and not disclosing any
confidential or privileged communications. 

In cases in which the criminal case precedes
dependency proceedings, there may be confusion as to
who the child victim’s guardian is and whether formal
guardianship has been established or if they are a
protective adult in the child’s life. If possible, establish
boundaries with the guardian to maintain attorney-
client privilege with the child victim.  
   
For a child victim, it may be difficult to understand the
roles of the various parties involved in their life, and to
fully comprehend the proceedings. As the victim’s
attorney in the criminal case make sure you have open
communication with the child to help with their
understanding of what’s going on, and work on building
a relationship with the child based on trust. 
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REPRESENTING CHILD
VICTIMS UNDERGOING
DEPENDENCY
PROCEEDINGS
By Yazmin Wadia



     Representing child victims is different as one of my early, unproductive interactions with a child victim
illustrates. I met with the child and their guardian at a large conference table and, unsure how to
effectively interact with the child, began a conversation about the case with the guardian, only minimally
addressing the child. The child took this opportunity to crawl out of their chair and under the table, then
to remove both of my shoes and refused to return them until they were allowed to leave at the end of
the meeting. I deserved this. I had made no efforts to alter my usual meeting style or to accommodate
the child, and was speaking only about them rather than to them. I had not put in the time or effort to
learn about what trauma-informed practices would look like in addressing a child, who despite their age
still had constitutional and statutory rights within our system. 

     Adopting child-mindful practices takes effort, and may be challenging and time consuming, however,
in the modern landscape of prosecuting crimes with child victims or child witnesses it is necessary.
Unfortunately, the multiple roles and responsibilities of a prosecutor, and their heavy caseloads, can add
to this difficulty, particularly in situations where the interests of the prosecuting entity and the child may
seem to conflict. For example, in cases involving child victims, my office is frequently asked how the
guardian can ensure that the child does not have to testify. The difficult answer both to give and receive
is that in most cases we cannot. In our post-Crawford world child testimony is often unavoidable if a
case is to move forward, but there are steps that we can take to make the process less traumatic. Child
victims may fear the unknown and not being believed. They may fear testifying against or being in the
same room as the defendant, and this fear may be compounded by feelings of guilt, embarrassment, or
social pressures. Involving counsel for the child victim in such cases can better allow for trust building,
allowing counsel to learn about the underlying issues, so that they may address and ameliorate them. 

B y  E m i l y  L a B r e c q u e
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Considerations in working with child victims 

(Continued on next page)



Learn basic information about the child
before the meeting, and be prepared to
meet with them multiple times if
possible and to spend early meetings
focused on age-appropriate, non-
traumatic topics of interests to them.
Familiarize yourself with the basic stages
of child development, and review the
applicable stages before meeting with
the child.
Make the meetings with the child more
comfortable for them. Consider that
when, where, and how you will be
meeting may impact the child. If possible
give them options as to where they sit,
and where others around them are
positioned.
 Be sure that the child knows who is in
the room and what their roles are, and
that they have the right to ask questions,
and take breaks.
Provide them with developmentally
appropriate information about the
process and possible outcomes. 

Ask appropriate questions to learn whether
their fears of the defendant will affect their
testimony and to what extent.
Consider whether social factors are relevant to
the child’s testimony.
Think about what accommodations can be
made, or motions filed, that could help to
address the child’s fears or concerns.
While keeping in mind the child’s age, make
sure that the child has a basic understanding
of the criminal justice system and the roles of
the various people they may see or interact
within it.
Allow them to see the layout of the courtroom,
and explain where the parties, judge, jury,
witnesses, and the child victim’s support
people will be seated. 
Give the child a developmentally appropriate
explanation of security in the courthouse and
safety in the courtroom. 

Some basic steps can be taken to
help reduce the trauma to child
victims or witnesses when their

involvement in a criminal case is
necessary: 

Continued...
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Case Summaries

B y  V i c k y  R a d e n k o v a

An OCVLC attorney represented a victim in both a civil stalking order case
and in the criminal case that resulted from stalking behavior.  In the
criminal case, the victim wanted to assert her right to be heard at the plea
and sentencing hearing, but was unable to be present due to her work
schedule. Her OCVLC attorney was able to obtain a continuance to ensure
the victim’s right to be heard was preserved. After hearing from the victim,
the judge sentenced the offender to more time in jail than had been
requested by the district attorney and ordered that there be no contact
with the victim. OCVLC also represented the victim in the civil stalking case
and was able to obtain a permanent stalking order.   

OCVLC attorneys represented victims throughout Oregon in the last
quarter of 2020, assisting with issues that ranged from criminal
restitution and contested restraining orders to fighting the dismissal
of a stalking protective order. Here are some brief summaries of a
few of the cases we’ve handled recently.
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Continued on next page

https://www.doj.state.or.us/crime-victims/victims-rights/victims-rights-guides/


A victim whose family member was killed contacted OCVLC when no
restitution was ordered by the court after the defendant was convicted of
negligent homicide. An OCVLC attorney filed a claim of violation of victims’
rights, asserting the victim’s right to restitution, and through collaboration
with the district attorney’s office and defense counsel was able to resolve
the issue without a hearing. An amendment judgment was issued for the full
requested amount of restitution to be paid to the victim. 

A former OCVLC client contacted us again when she learned that her stalker had
filed a motion to vacate the stalking order protecting the victim. An OCVLC attorney
worked with the victim to make a new safety plan and prepare for the hearing on
the motion to vacate. The attorney represented the victim at the hearing, after
which the court denied the respondent’s motion to vacate and kept the stalking
order in place. 

An OCVLC attorney represented a victim of domestic violence who fled her abusive
husband and sought a protective order against him. Prior to the contested
hearing, the attorney worked with the victim to prepare for the hearing and having
to testify. At the contested hearing, respondent made false allegations against the
victim. However, with the assistance of her OCVLC attorney, the victim was able to
present evidence and testify in a compelling manner, and the court issued a
permanent protective order. 
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