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     T h i s  h a s  b e e n  a  b u s y ,  c h a l l e n g i n g  a u t u m n  a t  O C V L C .  T h i s  y e a r ,  a s  e v e r y  y e a r ,
e v e n t s  i n  S e p t e m b e r  a n d  O c t o b e r  r e m i n d  u s  a l l  w h y  w e  d o  t h i s  w o r k .  W e  w e r e
h o n o r e d  t o  s p e n d  a  b e a u t i f u l  f a l l  d a y  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  D a y  o f
R e m e m b r a n c e  f o r  M u r d e r  V i c t i m s  c e r e m o n y ,  h o s t e d  b y  P a r e n t s  o f  M u r d e r e d
C h i l d r e n .  I n  O c t o b e r ,  w e  r e c o g n i z e  D o m e s t i c  V i o l e n c e  A w a r e n e s s  M o n t h .  P r o v i d i n g
f r e e  l e g a l  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  a d v o c a c y  t o  v i c t i m s  e m p o w e r s  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  n a v i g a t e  a
c o m p l e x  l e g a l  s y s t e m  a n d ,  h o p e f u l l y ,  h e l p  t h e m  r e c l a i m  t h e i r  l i v e s .  O u r  a t t o r n e y s
a n d  a d v o c a t e  w o r k  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  e v e r y  s u r v i v o r  h a s  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  s u p p o r t  t h e y
n e e d .  Y o u r  s u p p o r t  a l l o w s  u s  t o  c o n t i n u e  d o i n g  t h i s  w o r k  a n d  m a k e s  a  p r o f o u n d
d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h o s e  w e  s e r v e .

     S o  f a r  t h i s  y e a r ,  w e  h a v e  o p e n e d  n e a r l y  4 0 0  c a s e s  i n  3 2  c o u n t i e s ,  m a n y  o f  t h e m
r e l a t e d  t o  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e ,  s e x u a l  a b u s e ,  a n d  h o m i c i d e .  O C V L C  a t t o r n e y s  h a v e
r e p r e s e n t e d  v i c t i m s  i n  r e s t r a i n i n g  o r d e r  c a s e s ,  a s s e r t e d  v i c t i m s '  r i g h t s  i n  c r i m i n a l
c a s e s ,  a n d  r e p r e s e n t e d  f a m i l i e s  b e f o r e  t h e  O r e g o n  B o a r d  o f  P a r o l e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o
e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e ,  o u r  s t a f f  a t t o r n e y s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  w a l k - i n  a p p o i n t m e n t s  a t  t h e
W a s h i n g t o n  C o u n t y  F a m i l y  J u s t i c e  C e n t e r  o n  M o n d a y s  a n d  T h u r s d a y s .  T h e y  a r e
p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h e  e x c i t i n g  m o v e  t o  t h e  n e w  F a m i l y  P e a c e  C e n t e r  i n  J a n u a r y .  

     L a s t ,  b u t  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  l e a s t ,  w e  w a n t  t o  t a k e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h i g h l i g h t  o n e  o f
o u r  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  b o a r d  m e m b e r s ,  A m b e r  K i n n e y ,  f o r  h e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  e f f o r t s  t o
i m p r o v e  O r e g o n ’ s  a n t i - S L A P P  s t a t u t e .  



NATIONAL DAY OF REMEMBRANCE 
O n  S e p t e m b e r  2 5 t h ,  t h e  O r e g o n  C r i m e  V i c t i m s  L a w  C e n t e r ’ s
s t a f f  w a s  h o n o r e d  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  P a r e n t s  o f  M u r d e r e d
C h i l d r e n  ( P O M C )  c e r e m o n y  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  D a y  o f
R e m e m b r a n c e  f o r  M u r d e r  V i c t i m s .  T h e  c e r e m o n y  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n
f r o n t  o f  P O M C ' s  M e m o r i a l  W a l l ,  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  M o u n t a i n  V i e w
C e m e t e r y  i n  O r e g o n  C i t y .

P a r e n t s  o f  M u r d e r e d  C h i l d r e n  a n d  O t h e r  S u r v i v o r s  o f  H o m i c i d e
V i c t i m s  i s  a  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  s u p p o r t  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  l o s t
l o v e d  o n e s  t o  m u r d e r .  L e d  b y  M a r y  E l l e d g e ,  P O M C  P o r t l a n d
o f f e r s  s u p p o r t ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n .

O C V L C  i s  g r a t e f u l  e a c h  y e a r  t o  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  c e r e m o n y  b y
r e a d i n g  t h e  n a m e s  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w e  h a v e  l o s t .





THE FAMILY JUSTICE CENTER OF 
WASHINGTON COUNTY IS MOVING!
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B Y :  R A C H E L  G A R R E T T

B e g i n n i n g  i n  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 6 ,  t h e  F J C  w i l l  
m o v e  i n t o  a  b r a n d - n e w  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  
e x p a n d e d  s e r v i c e s ,  a l l o w i n g  s u r v i v o r s  
a c c e s s  t o  n e e d e d  r e s o u r c e s  i n  o n e  s p a c e .  
W i t h  t h e  m o v e ,  t h e  F J C  w i l l  b e  r e n a m e d  t h e  
F a m i l y  P e a c e  C e n t e r  t o  b e t t e r  r e f l e c t  i t s  g o a l  
o f  p r o v i d i n g  a  s i n g l e  l o c a t i o n  f o r  p r e v e n t i o n ,  
i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  h e a l i n g ,  a n d  h o p e .
 
T h e  n e w  F P C  w i l l  b r i n g  t o g e t h e r  o v e r  t w e n t y  p a r t n e r  a g e n c i e s  t o  e n s u r e  s u r v i v o r s  c a n
a c c e s s  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  a  v a r i e t y  o f  n e e d s :

·  S a f e t y  a n d  a d v o c a c y :  T h e  n e w  F P C  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o v i d e  s u p p o r t  f o r  s u r v i v o r s
s e e k i n g  c r i s i s  r e s p o n s e ,  a d v o c a c y ,  a n d  c a s e  m a n a g e m e n t .
·  L e g a l  j u s t i c e :  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  c o n t i n u e d  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a n d  l e g a l  a i d  s u p p o r t ,  t h e
W a s h i n g t o n  C o u n t y  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y ’ s  o f f i c e  w i l l  h a v e  a  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  n e w  b u i l d i n g ,
a l o n g  w i t h  a  c o u r t r o o m  f o r  s u r v i v o r s  t o  a t t e n d  c o u r t  h e a r i n g s  f r o m  a  s e c u r e  l o c a t i o n .
·  H e a l i n g :  S u r v i v o r s  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  a c c e s s  c o u n s e l i n g ,  t h e r a p y ,  a n d  s u p p o r t  g r o u p s
w i t h  p e e r s  w h o  h a v e  s i m i l a r  l i v e d  e x p e r i e n c e s  t o  h e l p  p r o c e s s  a n d  h e a l  f r o m  t h e
t r a u m a  o f  a b u s e .  
·  M e d i c a l  c a r e :  C A R E S  N o r t h w e s t  a n d  P r o v i d e n c e  H e a l t h  &  S e r v i c e s  w i l l  b o t h  h a v e
m e d i c a l  o f f i c e s  i n  t h e  n e w  b u i l d i n g ,  a l l o w i n g  f o r  b o t h  a d u l t  a n d  c h i l d  f o r e n s i c  m e d i c a l
e x a m s  a s  w e l l  a s  f o l l o w - u p  c a r e .
·  F a m i l y  a s s i s t a n c e :  T h e  f i r s t  o f  i t s  k i n d  –  t h e  n e w  F P C  w i l l  i n c l u d e  a n  o n - s i t e
t h e r a p e u t i c  p r e s c h o o l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  c h i l d c a r e  f o r  p a r e n t s  w h i l e  r e c e i v i n g  s e r v i c e s .
·  B a s i c  n e e d s :  S u r v i v o r s  c a n  a c c e s s  t h e  o n - s i t e  f o o d  p a n t r y  a n d  c l o t h i n g  c l o s e t ,  a s  w e l l
a s  r e c e i v e  h o u s i n g  s u p p o r t  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  e n s u r e  t h e y  c a n  m e e t
t h e i r  f a m i l y ’ s  b a s i c  n e e d s .
 
O C V L C  w i l l  m a i n t a i n  a  p r e s e n c e  a t  t h e  n e w  l o c a t i o n ,  w h e r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  m e e t  w i t h  a n
a t t o r n e y  d u r i n g  w a l k - i n  h o u r s  t o  c o m p l e t e  a n  i n t a k e ,  a s k  q u e s t i o n s ,  a n d  r e c e i v e
r e f e r r a l s  t o  a d d i t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s .  O C V L C  a t t o r n e y s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  o n  s i t e  a t  t h e  F J C  o n
M o n d a y s  a n d  T h u r s d a y s  f r o m  9  a m - 5  p m .  F o l k s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  m e e t i n g  w i t h  a n  a t t o r n e y
a t  t h e  F J C  c a n  v i s i t  d u r i n g  t h o s e  h o u r s  o r  c a l l  o u r  m a i n  l i n e  t o  m a k e  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t .
 
F o r  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  n e w  F a m i l y  P e a c e  C e n t e r  o f  W a s h i n g t o n
C o u n t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  l o c a t i o n ,  m o v i n g  d a t e ,  a n d  p a r t n e r  a g e n c i e s ,  v i s i t
h t t p s : / / w w w . f p c w c . o r g /



Amber Kinney has been an OCVLC board member for three years. She has a long
history of championing crime victims’ rights – working as a Multnomah County
deputy district attorney for 13 years, before transitioning in 2022 to private practice. 

Besides being a dedicated legal representative to crime victims, Amber has now
effected change at the legislative level. As of June 5, 2025, thanks to Amber,
Oregon’s anti-SLAPP laws became much stronger.

Our anti-SLAPP statute provides a list of reasons for the immediate dismissal of a
defamation lawsuit, based on freedom of speech. Prior to the change in the law, the
disclosure of a sexual assault was only protected speech if made to law
enforcement. Public disclosure left victims unprotected from retaliatory defamation
lawsuits. 

Amber represented a girl who, at 14, was sued for defamation for half a million
dollars. 

In 2021, amidst a burgeoning, local #Me Too movement, Amber’s client, then age 14,
made a closed-group Snapchat post about having been raped at school when she
was 12 years old. The perpetrator was a student from a wealthy family who was two
years older than her. 

Her client endured this lawsuit for two years, with the opposing party’s main
objective being to prove her a liar. This was such an ordeal that she began suffering
from severe mental health issues, including feeling suicidal. For months on end,
Amber worked pro bono, sticking with her client with no guarantee of compensation
and unsure how the case would resolve. 

Amber and her client counterclaimed for sexual battery and, after a two-week trial,
the jury found in their favor. The judgment was negotiated privately following the
trial. 

Amber’s client is now thriving. The lawsuit began when she was a sophomore in high
school; she is now a sophomore in college, studying criminal justice, and interning
for Amber! 

Amber knew that other victims speaking out against well-resourced perpetrators
would continue being vulnerable to such lawsuits. She decided to get the law
changed herself. On June 5th, 2025, Governor Kotek signed into law Senate Bill 180,
dubbed the Speak Your Truth Act, protecting a sexual assault victim’s ability to
speak out about their experience, without the risk of being sued for defamation as a
result. Oregon is now the second state in the nation to give this protection to a
survivor’s statements.

On September 29th, Amber, her client, and her client’s family attended a ceremonial
signing of the new law. Congratulations, Amber!
 

Board Member Spotlight: Amber Kinney
B Y :  L A U R E N  C U L L O P



Case Summaries
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     An OCVLC attorney recently represented a client in a stalking protective order hearing. The
client was referred to OCVLC by the Domestic Violence Enhanced Response Team in Multnomah
County. The Respondent was waiting outside the client’s home and was repeatedly following and
threatening her and her children when they left the house. Respondent had also been evading
service of the stalking protective order. The OCVLC attorney worked with the client and the
Multnomah County Sheriff’s Office to get the respondent served. The attorney then represented
the client at the contested hearing, where the court made the stalking protective order
permanent.

     An OCVLC attorney represented an elderly husband and wife, who were physically assaulted
by a family member, in their contested FAPA restraining order cases and in a related criminal
prosecution. In both cases, the clients ultimately made decisions with family considerations in
mind. In the FAPA case, they chose to pursue a consent agreement that included many of the
same protections as their restraining order but relieved them from having to go through a
hearing. In the criminal case, the OCVLC attorney successfully ensured that the clients’ adult
daughters were included as protected parties under the terms of the defendant’s supervised
probation. 

     An OCVLC attorney represented a married couple in bringing a claim of violation of rights,
asserting their right to restitution. The defendant pleaded guilty to theft charges for breaking into
and taking items from the victims’ car. The clients had provided restitution information to the
District Attorney’s Office; however, no restitution was sought or ordered on their behalf. After
reaching out to and securing representation by an OCVLC attorney, the attorney filed a notice of
violation of victims’ rights and accompanying legal memorandum asserting the victims’ right to
restitution. Ultimately, the defendant stipulated to paying restitution, and a supplemental
judgment was entered that included restitution in the amount of the victims’ losses. 

     An OCVLC attorney represented the father of a homicide victim in the juvenile delinquency
proceedings by seeking information on his behalf about the case from the District Attorney’s
Office and by asserting his right to be present and heard at the admission and disposition
hearings (the equivalent of plea and sentencing hearings in criminal court). The OCVLC attorney
filed a request to set over the date of the hearings, which the Court granted, and a new date was
set with consideration given to the victim’s schedule. The victim was able to travel to Oregon to
be present at and provide a victim impact statement during the hearings, consistent with his
wishes and his rights.



DONATE  
O N L I N E  

O C V L C . O R G / D O N A T E  

B Y  M A I L I N G  A  C H E C K  T O :
O R E G O N  C R I M E  V I C T I M S  L A W  C E N T E R

 7 4 1 2  S W  B E A V E R T O N - H I L L S D A L E  H W Y .  
 S U I T E  2 0 9  

 P O R T L A N D ,  O R  9 7 2 2 5

CALL
Y O U R  O R E G O N  S T A T E  S E N A T O R S  A N D  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  T O  V O I C E

Y O U R  S U P P O R T  F O R  F U N D I N G  F O R  O C V L C  I N  T H E  2 0 2 6  L E G I S L A T I V E
S H O R T  S E S S I O N .

 
N E E D  H E L P  F I N D I N G  Y O U R  S E N A T O R  O R  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E ?  Y O U  C A N

F I N D  T H A T  I N F O R M A T I O N  A T
H T T P S : / / W W W . O R E G O N L E G I S L A T U R E . G O V /

FOLLOW
F O L L O W  O C V L C  O N  S O C I A L  M E D I A  A N D  S H A R E  O U R  P O S T S .

SHARE  
O C V L C ’ S  P O S T S  O N  S O C I A L  M E D I A  O R  T H I S  N E W S L E T T E R  

F A C E B O O K . C O M / O C V L C
I N S T A G R A M . C O M / O C V L C _

How can I help the Oregon Crime Victims Law
Center continue to support crime victims? 


