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From the Executive Director
BY: EMILY LA BRECQUE, EMILY@OCVLC.ORG

This has been a busy, challenging autumn at OCVLC. This year, as every year,
events in September and October remind us all why we do this work. We were
honored to spend a beautiful fall day participating in the National Day of
Remembrance for Murder Victims ceremony, hosted by Parents of Murdered
Children. In October, we recognize Domestic Violence Awareness Month. Providing
free legal assistance and advocacy to victims empowers individuals to navigate a
complex legal system and, hopefully, help them reclaim their lives. Our attorneys
and advocate work to ensure that every survivor has access to the support they
need. Your support allows us to continue doing this work and makes a profound
difference in the lives of those we serve.

So far this year, we have opened nearly 400 cases in 32 counties, many of them
related to domestic violence, sexual abuse, and homicide. OCVLC attorneys have
represented victims in restraining order cases, asserted victims' rights in criminal
cases, and represented families before the Oregon Board of Parole. In addition to
everything else, our staff attorneys are available for walk-in appointments at the
Washington County Family Justice Center on Mondays and Thursdays. They are
preparing for the exciting move to the new Family Peace Center in January.

Last, but certainly not least, we want to take the opportunity to highlight one of
our extraordinary board members, Amber Kinney, for her legislative efforts to
improve Oregon’s anti-SLAPP statute.
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NATIONAL DAY OF REMEMBRANCE

On September 25th, the Oregon Crime Victims Law Center’s
staff was honored to take part in the Parents of Murdered
Children (POMC) ceremony for the National Day of
Remembrance for Murder Victims. The ceremony takes place in
front of POMC's Memorial Wall, located in the Mountain View
Cemetery in Oregon City.

Parents of Murdered Children and Other Survivors of Homicide
Victims is a organization that support those who have lost
loved ones to murder. Led by Mary Elledge, POMC Portland
offers support, understanding, community, and information.

OCVLC is grateful each year to be included in the ceremony by
reading the names of the children we have lost.




SAVE THE DATE

THE EIGHTH ANNUAL
HARDY MYERS GALA

Wednesday, April 22, 2026

Amaterra Winery
8150 SW Swede Hill Dr., Portland

https://auctria.events/2026HardyMyersDinner

Cocktails & Silent Auction at 5:30 pm
Dinner & Program starting at 7 pm




THE FAMILY JUSTICE CENTER OF
WASHINGTON COUNTY IS MOVING!

BY: RACHEL GARRETT

Beginning in January 2026, the FJC will
move into a brand-new building with
expanded services, allowing survivors

access to needed resources in one space. A

With the move, the FJC will be renamed the \ .
Family Peace Center to better reflect its goal S |

of providing a single location for prevention, = el
intervention, healing, and hope.

The new FPC will bring together over twenty partner agencies to ensure survivors can
access resources for a variety of needs:

- Safety and advocacy: The new FPC will continue to provide support for survivors
seeking crisis response, advocacy, and case management.

- Legal justice: In addition to continued law enforcement and legal aid support, the
Washington County District Attorney’s office will have a presence in the new building,
along with a courtroom for survivors to attend court hearings from a secure location.
- Healing: Survivors will be able to access counseling, therapy, and support groups
with peers who have similar lived experiences to help process and heal from the
trauma of abuse.

- Medical care: CARES Northwest and Providence Health & Services will both have
medical offices in the new building, allowing for both adult and child forensic medical
exams as well as follow-up care.

- Family assistance: The first of its kind - the new FPC will include an on-site
therapeutic preschool, as well as childcare for parents while receiving services.

- Basic needs: Survivors can access the on-site food pantry and clothing closet, as well
as receive housing support and transportation assistance to ensure they can meet
their family’s basic needs.

OCVLC will maintain a presence at the new location, where victims can meet with an
attorney during walk-in hours to complete an intake, ask questions, and receive
referrals to additional resources. OCVLC attorneys are currently on site at the FJC on
Mondays and Thursdays from 9 am-5 pm. Folks interested in meeting with an attorney
at the FJC can visit during those hours or call our main line to make an appointment.

For additional information regarding the new Family Peace Center of Washington
County, including location, moving date, and partner agencies, visit
https://www.fpcwc.org/



Board Member Spotlight: Amber Kinney
BY: LAUREN CULLOP

Amber Kinney has been an OCVLC board member for three years. She has a long
history of championing crime victims’ rights — working as a Multnomah County
deputy district attorney for 13 years, before transitioning in 2022 to private practice.

Besides being a dedicated legal representative to crime victims, Amber has now
effected change at the legislative level. As of June 5, 2025, thanks to Amber,
Oregon’s anti-SLAPP laws became much stronger.

Our anti-SLAPP statute provides a list of reasons for the immediate dismissal of a
defamation lawsuit, based on freedom of speech. Prior to the change in the law, the
disclosure of a sexual assault was only protected speech if made to law
enforcement. Public disclosure left victims unprotected from retaliatory defamation
lawsuits.

Amber represented a girl who, at 14, was sued for defamation for half a million
dollars.

In 2021, amidst a burgeoning, local #Me Too movement, Amber’s client, then age 14,
made a closed-group Snapchat post about having been raped at school when she
was 12 years old. The perpetrator was a student from a wealthy family who was two
years older than her.

Her client endured this lawsuit for two years, with the opposing party’s main
objective being to prove her a liar. This was such an ordeal that she began suffering
from severe mental health issues, including feeling suicidal. For months on end,
Amber worked pro bono, sticking with her client with no guarantee of compensation
and unsure how the case would resolve.

Amber and her client counterclaimed for sexual battery and, after a two-week trial,
the jury found in their favor. The judgment was negotiated privately following the
trial.

Amber’s client is now thriving. The lawsuit began when she was a sophomore in high
school; she is now a sophomore in college, studying criminal justice, and interning
for Amber!

Amber knew that other victims speaking out against well-resourced perpetrators
would continue being vulnerable to such lawsuits. She decided to get the law
changed herself. On June 5th, 2025, Governor Kotek signed into law Senate Bill 180,
dubbed the Speak Your Truth Act, protecting a sexual assault victim’s ability to
speak out about their experience, without the risk of being sued for defamation as a
result. Oregon is now the second state in the nation to give this protection to a
survivor’s statements.

On September 29th, Amber, her client, and her client’s family attended a ceremonial
signing of the new law. Congratulations, Amber!



Case Summaries

BY BRETT CATTANI & SARAH LECLAIR

An OCVLC attorney recently represented a client in a stalking protective order hearing. The
client was referred to OCVLC by the Domestic Violence Enhanced Response Team in Multnomah
County. The Respondent was waiting outside the client’s home and was repeatedly following and
threatening her and her children when they left the house. Respondent had also been evading
service of the stalking protective order. The OCVLC attorney worked with the client and the
Multnomah County Sheriff’s Office to get the respondent served. The attorney then represented
the client at the contested hearing, where the court made the stalking protective order
permanent.

An OCVLC attorney represented an elderly husband and wife, who were physically assaulted
by a family member, in their contested FAPA restraining order cases and in a related criminal
prosecution. In both cases, the clients ultimately made decisions with family considerations in
mind. In the FAPA case, they chose to pursue a consent agreement that included many of the
same protections as their restraining order but relieved them from having to go through a
hearing. In the criminal case, the OCVLC attorney successfully ensured that the clients’ adult
daughters were included as protected parties under the terms of the defendant’s supervised
probation.

An OCVLC attorney represented a married couple in bringing a claim of violation of rights,
asserting their right to restitution. The defendant pleaded guilty to theft charges for breaking into
and taking items from the victims’ car. The clients had provided restitution information to the
District Attorney’s Office; however, no restitution was sought or ordered on their behalf. After
reaching out to and securing representation by an OCVLC attorney, the attorney filed a notice of
violation of victims’ rights and accompanying legal memorandum asserting the victims’ right to
restitution. Ultimately, the defendant stipulated to paying restitution, and a supplemental
judgment was entered that included restitution in the amount of the victims’ losses.

An OCVLC attorney represented the father of a homicide victim in the juvenile delinquency
proceedings by seeking information on his behalf about the case from the District Attorney’s
Office and by asserting his right to be present and heard at the admission and disposition
hearings (the equivalent of plea and sentencing hearings in criminal court). The OCVLC attorney
filed a request to set over the date of the hearings, which the Court granted, and a new date was
set with consideration given to the victim’s schedule. The victim was able to travel to Oregon to
be present at and provide a victim impact statement during the hearings, consistent with his
wishes and his rights.
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How can | help the Oregon Crime Victims Law
Center continue to support crime victims?

DONATE
ONLINE
OCVLC.ORG/DONATE

BY MAILING A CHECK TO:
OREGON CRIME VICTIMS LAW CENTER
7412 SW BEAVERTON-HILLSDALE HWY.

SUITE 209
PORTLAND, OR 97225

CALL
YOUR OREGON STATE SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES TO VOICE
YOUR SUPPORT FOR FUNDING FOR OCVLC IN THE 2026 LEGISLATIVE
SHORT SESSION.

NEED HELP FINDING YOUR SENATOR OR REPRESENTATIVE? YOU CAN
FIND THAT INFORMATION AT
HTTPS://WWW.OREGONLEGISLATURE.GOV/

FOLLOW
FOLLOW OCVLC ON SOCIAL MEDIA AND SHARE OUR POSTS.

SHARE
OCVLC’S POSTS ON SOCIAL MEDIA OR THIS NEWSLETTER

FACEBOOK.COM/OCVLC
INSTAGRAM.COM/OCVLC_



